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A fewr days after, while the events of the election were under discussion, General Hancock remarked that he was entirely satisfied with the result; that while it was his firm conviction that he had been really elected, and then defrauded, he would not exchange positions with Garfield for any earthly inducement.
With the characteristic earnestness which entered into every duty entrusted him, he attended the inauguration of his rival, and, I should judge from his own account, rather enjoyed the occasion. He received many letters inquiring whether it was his purpose to assist in this ceremony, to all of which he replied in a similar vein to the letter I give here, written the evening before starting for Washington.
" Yes, I am going to Washington on the 3d of March for a few days. General Sherman, my commanding officer, has asked me to be present. I have no right to any personal feeling in the matter. It is clearly my duty as a soldier to obey. A Democratic Congress has formally announced that the people have duly elected a President, and that is James A. Garfield. It certainly seems that a Democratic candidate should be there to support the assertion, otherwise he would not be a good Democrat. Vox populi) vox Dei. The will of the majority rules, you know. What I can do in Washington, with dignity, I shall do. I do not expect to be in advance of, or follow, the triumphal car, either on foot or on horseback. I only expect to do my level best. The situation does not, from this standpoint, look very well. I hope it may look better as I look back. I wonder how they did these things in Rome. I have read of the Roman ways, to be sure, but it wasith me. I returned on the 3ist of December, 1876, from St. Louis.
